


How To Use This Guide

Follow these eight steps to get your space
sketched + measured to a designer’s standard.
Take your time with this! Accurate dimensions
are vital to your project.

Tools Needed:

e Tape measure [you may need a second
person to help you with long dimensions]

e Paper

e Pencil

e Camera/phone

e Angle finder [if the room contains angled
walls]

e T-Square

e Protractor



https://rstyle.me/+-Q0FSP4Yk1AYqQ4c3hTyNA
https://rstyle.me/+3fkSpDLNk5jNcby0_9asVQ
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8§ STEP

PROCESS

STEP 1: SKETCH WALLS & OPENINGS

STEP 2: SKETCH PERMANENT FIXTURES

STEP THREE: LABEL, LABEL, LABEL

STEP FOUR: MEASURE TO THE SIXTEENTH
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STEP 1

SKETCH WALLS & OPENINGS

o SKETCH THE WALLS OF THE EXISTING ROOM.
INCLUDE ADJACENT ROOMS FOR BEST RESULTS.

o SKETCH THE OPENINGS INCLUDING DOORS,
WINDOWS + OTHER OPENINGS. INCLUDE DOOR
SWINGS.

o IDENTIFY EXTERIOR WALLS USING A DIAGONAL
HATCH PATTERN AS SEEN BELOW.
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STEP 2

SKETCH PERMANENT FIXTURES

e A PERMANENT FIXTURE IS SOMETHING YOU'RE
KEEPING AS-IS OR UPDATING, BUT YOU'RE NOT
WILLING TO CHANGE THE LOCATION OR
GENERAL SIZE. A COMMON PERMANENT FIXTURE
IS A FIREPLACE OR SET OF STAIRS.

e MOST CLIENTS ARE ITCHING TO REMOVE
SOFFITS + RELOCATE HVAC TO ACCOMMODATE A
NEW DESIGN. IF THIS SOUNDS LIKE YOU, NO
NEED TO INCLUDE THESE IN YOUR SKETCH. IF
YOU'RE 100% AGAINST MOVING SOMETHING,
SKETCH IT!

_
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STEP 3

LABEL, LABEL, LABEL

e LABEL EACH ROOM AND PERMANENT FIXTURE.

o [F AN OPENING LEADS TO A ROOM OR EXTERIOR
THAT IS NOT SKETCHED AND /OR LABELED,
LABEL WHERE THIS OPENING LEADS.
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STEP 4

MEASURE TO THE SIXTEENTH

« BEFORE YOU CONTINUE, READ MY MEASURING TIPS ON
PAGE 13. THIS IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT! DESIGNERS
REQUIRE SPECIFIC MEASUREMENTS USING SPECIFIC
TECHNIQUES.

« START AT A CORNER. EXTEND YOUR MEASURING TAPE
TO THE NEXT MEASURING POINT [ANOTHER CORNER,
OPENING, OR PERMANENT FIXTURE]. STUDY THE TAPE
CAREFULLY AND RECORD THE DIMENSION CLEARLY ON
THE SKETCH.

« REPEAT THIS UNTIL YOU'VE DIMENSIONED
EVERYTHING YOU'VE SKETCHED.
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STEP 5

MEASURE CEILING HEIGHT

e CEILING HEIGHTS CAN VARY FROM ROOM TO ROOM +

THEY VERY OFTEN DO WITHIN A SINGLE ROOM!
BECAUSE OF THIS, I REQUIRE TWO SEPARATE CEILING
MEASUREMENTS IN SMALLER ROOMS, SUCH AS A
PANTRY OR POWDER ROOM, + FOUR SEPARATE CEILING
HEIGHT MEASUREMENTS IN LARGER ROOMS, SUCH AS
KITCHENS.

PLACE THE MEASURING TAPE HOOK ON THE FLOOR +
EXTEND THE TAPE UP TO THE CEILING. ENSURE THE
TAPE IS AS STRAIGHT AS POSSIBLE. READING THIS
MEASUREMENT IS A BIT TRICKY BECAUSE THE TAPE
WILL BE BENT AT THE CEILING. TAKE YOUR TIME
STUDYING THE TAPE.

RECORD THIS DIMENSION ON YOUR SKETCH WHERE
YOU MEASURED IT IN THE ROOM AND CIRCLE IT. AS
YOU CAN SEE, I TYPICALLY MEASURE CEILING HEIGHTS
NEARER THE CORNERS OF THE ROOM.
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STEP 6

TRIPLE-CHECK

e TAKE A WALK THROUGH YOUR SPACE,
EXAMINING IT FLOOR TO CEILING. CHECK THAT
YOU'VE SKETCHED + MEASURED EVERYTHING,
INCLUDING POSSIBLE ODDITIES. THESE OFTEN
INCLUDE SUBTLE BUMP-INS OR BUMP-OUTS IN
WALLS, A STEP UP OR DOWN INTO ADJACENT
ROOMS, A DROPPED CEILING, ETC. BE
EXTREMELY THOROUGH. THESE SMALL DETAILS
ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE
DESIGN.

e ENSURE WALL TREATMENTS OR MOLDINGS DID
NOT SKEW YOUR DIMENSIONS. A FREQUENT
ERROR I SEE IS MEASURING TO THE BACKSPLASH
SURFACE, INSTEAD OF TO THE WALL. SEE BELOW
FOR HOW TO CORRECT THIS.
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STEP 7

TAKE CLEAR PHOTOS

e I'T'S BEST TO TAKE PHOTOS DURING THE DAY.
TURN ON EVERY LIGHT IN THE MAIN SPACE AND
ADJACENT ROOMS.

e STARTING IN ONE CORNER OF THE ROOM, PIVOT
AND TAKE THREE PHOTOS: ONE OF EACH
CORNER OF THE ROOM. MOVE TO THE NEXT
CORNER AND REPEAT. THIS SHOULD CREATE A
MINIMUM OF 12 PHOTOS PER ROOM. INCLUDE
ADDITIONAL CLOSE-UP PHOTOS OF THE
PERMANENT FIXTURES YOU INCLUDED IN YOUR
SKETCH. INCLUDE ADDITIONAL CLOSE-UP
PHOTOS OF ODDITIES, SUCH AS WALL BUMPS OR
DIFFERING FLOOR HEIGHTS.
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STEP 8

FILE YOUR MATERIALS

e SCAN OR TAKE A WELL-LIT PHOTO OF YOUR
SKETCH. MAKE SURE ALL DIMENSIONS ARE
CLEAR.

e REVIEW YOUR PHOTOS. MAKE SURE ALL PARTS
OF EACH ROOM ARE CAPTURED. CONFIRM ALL
PHOTOS ARE LIGHT AND CLEAR.
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DO'S @ DONT'S

MEASURING TIPS

« DO MEASURE AT EYE LEVEL AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE.

« DO PULL THE MEASURING TAPE TIGHT. DON'T RECORD A
MEASUREMENT IF THE TAPE IS BENDING, TWISTING, OR
SAGGING.

« DO ENSURE THE MEASURING TAPE IS STRAIGHT + LEVEL.
DON'T RECORD A MEASUREMENT IF THE TAPE IS ANGLED
ON THE WALL.

« DO HAVE A SECOND PERSON HELP YOU HOLD THE TAPE IF
YOU FIND IT IS BENDING, SAGGING, TWISTING OR ANGLED.

« DON'T IGNORE THE DEPTH OF WALL TREATMENTS
[BACKSPLASH TILE, BASEBOARD MOLDING, ETC.] DURING
MEASURING. SEE BELOW FOR A VISUAL EXAMPLE.

« DO INCLUDE THE TRIM IN THE DOOR, WINDOW + OTHER
OPENING MEASUREMENTS. SEE BELOW FOR A VISUAL
EXAMPLE.

« DO INCLUDE THE HEIGHT + THE FROM-FLOOR
MEASUREMENT FOR WINDOWS + WINDOW-LIKE OPENINGS.
SEE BELOW FOR A VISUAL EXAMPLE.

« DO RECORD ACTUAL, ACCURATE DIMENSIONS TO THE
SIXTEENTH OF AN INCH. DON'T GUESS OR ROUND.

« DO USE A STOOL, IF NEEDED, TO MEASURE OVER LARGE
APPLIANCES SUCH AS A REFRIGERATOR. DON'T USE
APPLIANCES OR CABINET DOORS AS A MEASURING POINT.
THE APPLIANCE OR CABINET BOX ITSELF IS TYPICALLY
MORE SQUARE.

« DO RECORD THE WIDTH, DEPTH, AND HEIGHT OF
PERMANENT FIXTURES. SEE BELOW FOR A VISUAL EXAMPLE.

« DO SKETCH WALL ELEVATIONS IF YOU FEEL IT IS
NECESSARY TO SHOW MORE COMPLEX DETAILS, SUCH AS A
SLOPED CEILING. DON'T SKETCH WALL ELEVATIONS FOR
STANDARD DOORS AND WINDOWS, AS SEEN BELOW. THESE
DRAWINGS ARE FOR MEASUREMENT AIDS ONLY.
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MEASURING DOORS

SKETCH EXAMPLE

e IT'SIMPORTANT THAT YOU INCLUDE THE
EXISTING TRIM IN YOUR DOOR MEASUREMENTS.

« HOOK THE MEASURING TAPE ON THE OUTSIDE
OF THE TRIM. EXTEND THE TAPE TO THE
OUTSIDE OF THE TRIM ON THE OPPOSITE END.
STUDY THE TAPE CAREFULLY AND RECORD THE
DIMENSION CLEARLY ON THE SKETCH.

o« THIS IS HOW I'D MEASURE THE KITCHEN’S EAST
WALL:

18" 38 e - 58 3/8" - a2
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MEASURING FINISHED OPENINGS

SKETCH EXAMPLE

e A FINISHED OPENING IS AN OPENING WRAPPED
IN ONLY DRYWALL. THERE IS NO DOOR OR NO
WINDOW + NO TRIM.

e AS YOU CAN SEE ABOVE, I MEASURED THE
INNERMOST WIDTH OF THE FINISHED OPENING,
FROM DRYWALL TO DRYWALL. THE RIGHT SIDE

OF THE OPENING HAPPENED TO BE THE END OF
THAT WALL.
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MEASURING CASED OPENINGS

SKETCH EXAMPLE

e A CASED OPENING IS AN OPENING WITH TRIM,
BUT NO DOOR OR WINDOW.

« HOOK THE MEASURING TAPE ON THE OUTSIDE
OF THE TRIM. EXTEND THE TAPE TO THE
OUTSIDE OF THE TRIM ON THE OPPOSITE END.
STUDY THE TAPE CAREFULLY + RECORD THE
DIMENSION CLEARLY ON THE SKETCH.

e« THIS IS HOW I'D MEASURE THE LIVING ROOM’S
EAST WALL

o aneg” i I 37 3/4" i 24 T/8"
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MEASURING WINDOWS

SKETCH EXAMPLE

« WINDOWS REQUIRE THREE DIMENSIONS: WIDTH,
HEIGHT + FROM-FLOOR. IT'S IMPORTANT THAT YOU
INCLUDE THE TRIM IN ALL OF THESE MEASUREMENTS.

e FOR THE WIDTH + HEIGHT MEASUREMENTS, HOOK THE
MEASURING TAPE ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE TRIM.
EXTEND THE TAPE TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE TRIM ON
THE OPPOSITE END. STUDY THE TAPE CAREFULLY +
RECORD THE DIMENSION CLEARLY ON THE SKETCH. DO
NOT INCLUDE THE WINDOWSILL OVERHANG IN YOUR
WIDTH MEASUREMENT.

e FOR THE FROM-FLOOR MEASUREMENT, PUT THE HOOK
ON THE FLOOR + EXTEND THE TAPE TO THE BOTTOM
OF THE WINDOW TRIM. STUDY THE TAPE CAREFULLY +
RECORD THE DIMENSION CLEARLY ON THE SKETCH.

e [F YOU HAVE A PASS-THROUGH, OR OTHER INTERIOR
WINDOW-LIKE OPENING, RECORD THE SAME THREE
DIMENSIONS. IF YOUR WINDOW HAS NO TRIM, TREAT
THE OPENING LIKE A FINISHED OPENING, BUT ALSO
INCLUDE THE HEIGHT + FROM-FLOOR MEASUREMENT.

e THIS IS HOW I WOULD MEASURE THE KITCHEN’S WEST
WALL:
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MEASURING WINDOWS

SKETCH EXAMPLE
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MEASURING ANGLED WALLS

HOW-TO

e HOLD YOUR ANGLE FINDER IN FRONT OF YOU SO THAT
THE DIMENSIONS IN THE HALF MOON SHAPE ARE
UPRIGHT. MOVE THE NEEDLE TO 90 DEGREES. YOU’LL
SEE THAT THE HINGE AT THE BOTTOM LEFT CORNER
OF YOUR ANGLE FINDER IS NOW AT A RIGHT ANGLE.

e PLACE THAT HINGE INTO THE CORNER OF THE WALL
[WHERE YOUR ANGLED WALL MEETS AN ADJACENT
WALL]. KEEPING THAT HINGE IN THE CORNER, MOVE
THE LEFT + RIGHT ARMS SO THAT THEY ARE FLUSH
WITH BOTH WALLS. THE NEEDLE WILL MOVE TO SHOW
THE ANGLE. RECORD THE ANGLE ON YOUR SKETCH.
REPEAT WITH THE SECOND ADJACENT WALL.
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MEASURING STAIRS

SKETCH EXAMPLE

e MEASURE THE SURROUNDING WALLS AS NORMAL.

o IF THE STAIRS ARE CONTAINED OR MOSTLY CONTAINED
BETWEEN TWO WALLS, MEASURE THE WIDTH OF THE
OPENING AS YOU WOULD A FINISHED OPENING. DON'T
FORGET TO MEASURE THE THICKNESS OF THE WALL
THAT THE RAILING TYPICALLY INTERSECTS!

e IN THIS EXAMPLE, TWO STAIRS PROTRUDE PAST THE
LEFT WALL. MEASURE FROM THE WALL END TO WHERE
THE BOTTOM STAIR RISER MEETS THE FLOOR. THEN,
MEASURE FROM THIS POINT TO THE NEAREST
PARALLEL WALL [IN THIS CASE, THE FOYER’S SOUTH
WALL].

o IF THE STAIRS HAVE A WALL ON ONE SIDE BUT NO
WALL ON THE OTHER, MEASURE THE WIDTH FROM THE
WALL TO THE OUTERMOST POINT WHERE THE STAIRS
MEET THE FLOOR.

e IF THE STAIRS HAVE NO WALLS ON EITHER SIDE,
MEASURE THE WIDTH OF THE OUTERMOST POINTS ON
BOTH SIDES WHERE THE STAIRS MEET THE FLOOR.
THEN, MEASURE FROM THIS POINT TO THE NEAREST
PERPENDICULAR WALL FOR LOCATION REFERENCE.

e THIS IS HOW I WOULD MEASURE THE FOYER STAIRS:
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MEASURING STAIRS

SKETCH EXAMPLE
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MEASURING FIREPLACES

SKETCH EXAMPLE

« MEASURE THE FIREPLACE WIDTH + HEIGHT USING THE
OUTERMOST POINTS. MEASURE FROM THE WALL TO
THE DEEPEST POINT OF THE FIREPLACE [THIS MAY BE

THE HEARTH].
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MEASURING SOFFITS

SKETCH EXAMPLE

« MEASURE THE SOFFIT HEIGHT, WIDTH, AND DEPTH. BE
SURE TO ACCURATELY RECORD ANY VARYING HEIGHTS
AND DEPTHS.
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MEASURING WALL BUMPS

SKETCH EXAMPLE

« SOME “WALL BUMPS” ARE LARGE AND OBVIOUS, LIKE
THE BACKSIDE OF A FIREPLACE. THE WALL BUMPS I'M
TALKING ABOUT HERE ARE SMALLER [TYPICALLY 1-3"
DEEP], LESS NOTICEABLE BUMP-INS OR BUMP-OUTS ON
A WALL. I'VE SEEN THEM HIDING BEHIND
REFRIGERATORS, INSIDE APPLIANCE GARAGES + BEHIND
CLOSET DOORS. I ENCOUNTER THESE SURPRISINGLY
OFTEN AND THEY CAN BE DEVASTATING TO A DESIGN IF
NOT PROPERLY MEASURED + PLANNED FOR.

e [F YOU ENCOUNTER A WALL BUMP, FIRST DETERMINE IF
THE BUMP IS PROTRUDING INTO THE ROOM OR
RECESSED INTO THE WALL. DOES THE BUMP CONTINUE
TO THE END OF THE WALL OR DOES IT STOP AND THE
WALL CONTINUES AS NORMAL? SKETCH IT PROPERLY.

« MEASURE THE DEPTH + WIDTH OF THE WALL BUMP
SECTION. IF THE BUMP IS NOT FROM FLOOR TO
CEILING, MEASURE THE HEIGHT + FROM-FLOOR
MEASUREMENT, IF NECESSARY. RECORD THESE
DIMENSIONS CLEARLY ON THE SKETCH.

OLIVIA WILSON W WORKBOOK



MEASURING WALL BUMPS

SKETCH EXAMPLE
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SKETCH EXAMPLE

o ACCOUNTING FOR THE THICKNESS OF WALL
TREATMENTS IS VERY IMPORTANT WHEN MEASURING.
IN MANY IDEAL CASES, YOU'LL BE ABLE TO GET
AROUND OR ABOVE A WALL TREATMENT TO MEASURE
THE DRYWALL.

 IN CERTAIN CASES, A WALL TREATMENT WILL
COMPLETELY CONCEAL THE ENTIRE WALL THAT YOU
NEED TO MEASURE. THE MOST COMMON OCCURRENCE:
IS A KITCHEN WALL LINED TOP TO BOTTOM WITH
CABINETRY AND TILE BACKSPLASH.

o FIRST, MEASURE WHAT YOU CAN: TO THE FACE OF THE
WALL TREATMENT.

e SECOND, FIND AN EXPOSED PROFILE OF THE WALL
TREATMENT ELSEWHERE IN THE ROOM. MEASURE THE
DEPTH OF THE WALL TREATMENT AND ADD IT TO THE
FIRST MEASUREMENT. THIS WILL GET YOU THE MOST
ACCURATE MEASUREMENT OF THE DRYWALL. RECORD
THE TOTAL ON YOUR SKETCH.

 [F THE TOP, SIDE, OR BOTTOM PROFILE OF THE WALL
TREATMENT IS NOT VISIBLE IN ANY PART OF THE
ROOM, RECORD THE FIRST MEASUREMENT YOU TOOK,
THEN WRITE A NOTE NEXT TO IT SAYING “PLUS
[DESCRIBE WALL TREATMENT] THICKNESS”.

« MEASURE AT EYE LEVEL AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE. IF YOU
MEASURE ALONG THE FLOOR, YOU’'LL NEED TO
ACCOUNT FOR THE THICKNESS OF THE BASEBOARD
MOLDING.
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MEASURING WALL TREATMENTS

SKETCH EXAMPLE
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